
Eucharistic Schedule  Monday, November 6, through Sunday, November 12, 2017 

Monday, November 6 
7:00 a.m. 
 

 
Mass  

 

Readings: Rom 11: 29-36/Lk 14: 12-14 
†Craig Lucero by the Lucero Family 
*Health & well-being of Sr. Margaret Platte R.S.M. by Dorothy Platte 
*Intentions of Peggy Hall by Trinity Bowles & Betty Jo Vance 

Tuesday, November 7 
6:00 p.m. 
 

 
Mass 

Readings: Rom 12: 5-16b/Lk 14: 15-24 
†Cynthia Balido 
*Intention of Nick Balido & Family 
*Intentions of Peggy Hall by Trinity Bowles & Betty Jo Vance 

Wednesday, November 8 
7:00 a.m. 
 

 
Mass 

Readings: Rom 13: 8-10/Lk 14: 25-33 
*Health & well-being of Erica Rael & her unborn baby 
*Health & well-being of Richard Chavez 
*Health & well-being of Paulette Sanchez Montoya by the Family 

Thursday, November 9 
6:00 p.m. 
The Dedication of the  
Lateran Basilica 

 
Mass 

Readings: Ez 47: 1-2, 8-9, 12/ 1 Cor 3: 9c-11, 16-17/Jn 2: 13-22 
†Cande Moya by Alvie Lucero 
†Fred, Freddy & Lloyd Luna by Consuelo Luna 
†Ronald “R.J.” Sanchez by Trinity Bowles & Betty Jo Vance 

 Friday, November 10 
7:00 a.m. 
St. Leo the Great, Pope and 
Doctor of the Church 

 
Mass  

 

Readings: Rom 15: 14-21/Lk 16: 1-8 
†Joseph Brant 
†Reverend Edmundo Rodriguez 
†Intention of the Rodriguez Family 

 Saturday, November 11 
8:00 a.m. (San Antonio) 
 

St. Martin of Tours, Bishop 

 
Mass 

Readings: Rom 16: 3-9, 16, 22-27/Lk 16: 9-15 
†Lucy Perea by Demecio Perea 
†Craig Lucero 
†John Maurer 

5:30 p.m. 
 

Mass Readings: Wis 6: 12-16/ 1 Thes 4: 13-18 or 4: 13-14/Mt 25: 1-13 
 

*For the People of San Clemente Parish 

Sunday, November 12 
  

THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

 8:00 a.m. 
 

Mass †Mela Torres by Viola & Jerome Chavez 
†Carl & Margaret Henry by Bob & Pat Henry 
*Birthday blessing for Melanie & Stephen Chavez 

10:00 a.m. Mass †Beverley Ruth Miller, 
†Louise Miller by Paul Miller 
*Intention of Catholic Daughters celebrating birthdays in November 

12:00 p.m. Mass †Vincent Otero by Inez Otero & Family 
†Lucy Chavez by the 10:00 Choir 
*Health & well-being of Cameron Barela by Lawrence & Edna Barela & Family 

5:30 p.m. Mass †Norena Castillo  
†Rosita Gabaldon 
†Deceased family members of Ruben & Dolores Perales 

 

Confession Schedule:  

1/2 hour before each weekday Mass,  

3:30pm on Saturdays, or by 

appointment.  No Confessions on 

Sunday or  Monday. 

The Sanctuary candle this week is for  
birthday blessings for Anna Lopez                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Sanctuary candles may be purchased for five dollars and will  
burn NEXT to the Blessed Sacrament, in the Tabernacle in the 
main church.   Intentions may be  written on envelopes  
located in the pamphlet rack. Please DO NOT use your  
contribution envelopes for this prayer offering.  



Weekly Parish Calendar Monday, November 6, through Sunday, November 12, 2017 

Monday, November 6 

 
  6:30 a.m.  
  4:00 p.m. 
  5:30 p.m. 
  6:00 p.m. 
  6:00 p.m. 

 
 
Rosary Recited 
Religious Education k-3rd 
Rosary Recited 
Religious Education 3rd– 6th, CIC Yr. I 
Mothers Prayer Group 

 

 
Church 

Parish Hall/Portable Building 
Church 

Parish Hall/Portable 
Cry Room 

Tuesday, November 7 
 
  6:30 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
  1:00 p.m. 
  5:30 p.m. 
  6:00 p.m. 
  7:00 p.m. 
  8:00 p.m. 

  
 
Rosary Recited 
Rosary Recited 
Rosary Makers Group 
Rosary Recited 
Religious Education k - 6th, CIC Yr. II 
Saturday 5:30 p.m. Choir practice 
Rosary Recited 

 
 

Church 
Church 

Parish Hall 
Church 

Parish Hall/Portable Building 
Church 
Church 

Wednesday, November 8 
   5:00 p.m. 
   6:30 a.m. 
 10:00 a.m. 
 12:10 p.m.  
   5:30 p.m.   
   6:30 p.m. 
   8:00 p.m.   

  
Catholic Daughters Meeting 
Rosary Recited 
Lectio Divina - Praying through the scriptures 
Rosary Recited 
Rosary Recited 
Pre-confirmation, Confirmation Yr. I and II 
Rosary Recited 

 
St. Therese Building 

Church  
Parish Hall 

Church 
Church 

Parish Hall 
  Church  

Thursday, November 9 
 

  6:30 a.m. 
10:00 a.m. 
12:10 p.m. 
  4:00 p.m. 
  5:30 p.m. 
  6:00 p.m. 
  6:30 p.m. 
  7:00 p.m. 
  8:00 p.m.  

  
 

Rosary Recited 
Legion of Mary 
Rosary Recited 
Parenting Class 
Rosary Recited 
Boy Scouts Meeting 
8:00 a.m. Choir Practice 
RCIA and Adult Confirmation Class 
Rosary Recited 

 
 

Church 
Gathering Room 

Church 
Parish Hall 

Church 
Parish Hall 
Parish Hall 

Parish Hall/North Wing 
Church 

 Friday, November 10 

   6:30 a.m. 
   7:00 a.m. 
  12:10 p.m.    

  

Rosary Recited 
Mass 
Rosary Recited 

 
Church 
Church 
Church 

 Saturday, November 11 
   
  7:25 a.m./8:00 a.m.  
  6:45 p.m. (following 5:30 Mass) 

 
 
Rosary Recited/Mass  
Rosary Recited 
 

 
 

San Antonio Church 
Church 

Sunday, November 12 
 
7:00 a.m. 
7:00 a.m. 
9:00 a.m. 
4:00 p.m. 
6:45 p.m. (following 5:30 Mass) 
6:45   p.m.  

  
 
8:00 a.m. Choir practice 
Rosary recited 
10:00 a.m. Choir practice 
Youth Choir practice 
Rosary recited 
Life Teen  

 
 

Parish Hall          
             Church 

Parish Hall 
Parish Hall 

Church 
Parish  Hall 



 

 

“You know well enough that Our Lord does not 

look so much at the greatness of our actions, 

nor even their difficulty, but at the  

love with which we do them.” 

 St. Therese of Lisieux 
 

 

 

 

Our Thanksgiving food drive has begun! Students were given a list of needs specific to St. Vincent de Paul last week in class. Thank 

you for your generosity. This week students will need to turn in two blue sheets: November 1st for All Saints’ Day, and Sunday,  

November 5th. During the month of November, we continue to remember and pray for those who have died. This is a simple prayer 

you can pray:  

 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord. 

And let the perpetual light shine upon them. 

And may the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 

 

 

Look what our kids are doing! This year we challenged our Wednesday Confirmation students to dig a little deeper on their weekly 

blue sheets and answer a “Confirmation challenge question”. We’ve been so impressed by their deep, thoughtful responses; we 

wanted to share with you.  

 

*These readings are based upon Sundays’ Gospels:  

Oct 1, 2017:  How do you think Jesus would be accepted if he said this today? 

 

In this day and age everyone’s opinion is so free and I think people have lost the type of respect that used to be given back when 

Jesus lived on Earth.  So they would probably criticize them even worse. 

 

Oct 15, 2017:  Do you feel Jesus’ words were too strong?  The people were given sufficient time to be invited/prepared.  How 

would you reply if you were the bridegroom?  (remember, the wedding feast is an analogy for heaven.) 

 

They are strong because he wants to make a point.  The bridegroom would probably be hurt because they won’t be part of something 

special.  As God says, many are invited but only those that are worthy will be chosen. 

 

No, I don’t because if we are not ready for heaven we will be cast into the fires. 

I would be scared that I am not prepared to enter heaven. 

 

Oct 22, 2017:  In our modern culture, how have you witnessed or experienced people, media, etc. trying to mix up Jesus/the 

Church’s teachings?  How do you respond?  Have you been challenged to defend the faith? 

 

So many people don’t have a God to worship so they don’t know any better than to ask us why we do.  I always answer, “Look 

around, people can’t create a planet.  They can’t create stars or the sky or the moons.”  Sometimes they worship false gods.  This is 

the only way I’m challenged.  I don’t know what to do or say to them.  I just learn to respect them and not judge people based on 

who they believe made us.  We were all created by God even though some people don’t think so. 

 

Yes, I have witnessed this.  I usually correct their mistake and move on.  When challenged in my faith, I pray for  

guidance. 

 

A celebrity (Miley Cyrus) has mixed up Christ’s teachings before and was praised for doing so.  She would do outrageous things and 

commit sin, yet use the phrase, “only god can judge me,” as an excuse.  While the phrase itself isn’t wrong, it is also not to promote 

sinful actions.  Everyone is supposed to praise God.  Yet since it was at such a large scale I didn’t do anything.  Other than that I 

haven’t had to defend my faith. 

 

Keep up the great work, kids! 

FAITH FORMATION FOR  
ADULTS, YOUTH & CHILDREN 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE:   
865-9370 

 

 OFFICE HOURS: 
 

MONDAY : 1 PM TO 3PM 
TUESDAY : 1 PM TO 5 PM 

WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY:  9 AM TO 5 PM 
 

CLOSED ON FRIDAYS 



Why is the Baptismal Font located at the entrance 

to the church?  It is customary as we enter any 

Catholic church to dip our hand into the font con-

taining Holy Water.  As we dip our hand and make 

the Sign of the Cross with the Holy Water, we re-

member our Baptism as well as acknowledging the 

presence of Jesus in the Tabernacle.  Just as the 

Sacrament of Baptism brings us into the Church, 

our remembrance brings us into the church.  The 

Font is a symbol of both tomb and womb with its 

power, the power of the triumphant Cross.  Baptism 

sets us as Christians onto the path to life that will 

never end.  Having the Baptismal Font at the en-

trance and as the waters from which we bless our-

selves, we more visually remember and celebrate 

our Baptism.  Initiation into the Church is entrance 

into a Eucharistic community united in Jesus.  Wa-

ter is the key symbol of Baptism and the focal point 

of the Font.  In this water we as believers die to sin 

and are reborn to new life in Jesus.  We are born-

again Christians every time we dip our hand into 

the waters of Baptism.  Our conversion is ongoing 

as we grow in our faith.  The Baptismal Font, visi-

ble and available as we enter the church, also re-

minds us of our full initiation through Confirmation 

and Eucharist, that marriage and ordination are 

ways of living the life of faith begun in Baptism, 

that the funeral of a Christian is the final journey of 

a life in Jesus that began in Baptism, and that 

through the Sacrament of Penance we are called to 

conversion and to a renewal of our Baptismal com-

mitment.  Having the Baptismal Font near the en-

trance and setting it on an axis with the Altar (note 

that the Font is in direct line with the Altar) sym-

bolizes the relationship between the Sacraments as 

well as the importance of the Eucharist within our 

life and our faith development.  Have a good week 

in the Lord…Gay Snell 

LITURGY CORNER 

Patriotic Rosary 
 

The Columbian Squires will be hosting a 

Patriotic  Rosary on Saturday, November 

11th, in honor of Veteran's Day. The Rosary 

will be held at 7:15 p.m., in the church, fol-

lowing the Vigil Mass. 

All are welcome to attend and pray the 

Blessed Rosary for our Country. 

Inspirational  

Resources for Faith 

Formation in  

November 

Discover all the best Catholic content in one 

place. Entertaining movies, enlightening programs,  

inspiring talks, and a great selectionof popular ebooks—all 

just a click away! 
 

Take advantage of your FREE subscription to FORMED, 

compliments of San Clemente Parish. It’s EASY and FREE 

to Register! 
 

•    Visit formed.org with a web browser 

•    Click on Register (lower right of page) 

•    Enter Parish Access Code: 9b01aa 

 Enter your email and create a password  

     (you need this to login later) 

 Enjoy and share with others in our local  

     community! 
 

1 ALL SAINTS 

Watch / Youth: Brother Francis: The Saints * 

Listen / Talks: Answering Common Objections: The Saints 

Listen / Talks: Contemporary Sainthood 

Read / Youth: Golden Legend of Young Saints 
 

2 ALL SOULS 

Study / Faith Formation: Symbolon, Knowing the Faith, Session 

10: The Last Things * 

Listen / Talks: Answering Common Objections: Purgatory 

Listen / Audiobooks: Everything You Ever Wanted to Know About 

Heaven 
 

10 SAINT LEO THE GREAT 

Read / Nonfiction: History of the Catholic Church 
 

15 SAINT ALBERT THE GREAT, PATRON OF SCIENTISTS 

Study / Current Topics: From Nothing to Cosmos 

Watch / Apologetics: Cosmic Origins: The Scientific Evidence for 

Creation 
 

16 SAINT GIUSEPPE MOSCATI 

Watch / Movies: Saint Giuseppe Moscati: Doctor to the Poor 
 

21 PRESENTATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

Study / Faith Formation: The Bible and the Virgin Mary * 

Watch / Movies: Mary of Nazareth 
 

22 SAINT CECILIA 

Read / Youth: St. Patrick’s Summer 

Watch / Documentaries: Beloved: The Dominican Sisters of Saint 

Cecilia 
 

26 SOLEMNITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, 

KING OF THE UNIVERSE 

Study / Faith Formation: Symbolon, Knowing the Faith, Session 5: 

Who Is Jesus? * 

Listen / Talks: Who Do You Say That I Am? 

Read / Nonfiction: Mystery of the Kingdom 
 

27 SAINT CATHERINE LABOURE 

Listen / Audiodramas: Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal and St. 

Catherine Laboure 
 

30 SAINT ANDREW, APOSTLE!                     

Study/Bible Stidies: Lectio: Peter, Session 2: Capernaum  



The Saint John Paul II Adoration Chapel  
 

at San Clemente Parish is open  

Monday through Friday, 8am - 5pm.  

Call the Parish Office at 865-7385  

for more information. 

 
ASPIRATIONS TO OUR LORD IN THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

Jesus, my God, here present in the Sacrament of Thy love, 
I adore Thee.  

O Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, have mercy on us.  

O Jesus, in the most holy Sacrament, have  
mercy on us.  
 
Praised and adored forever be the most holy Sacrament.  

We adore Thee, thou true Bread of angels. 

Vocations Chalice 
Praying for vocations is the most  

powerful way to support vocations. A 

vocation is a call from the Holy Spirit, a 

gift from God that is nurtured in prayer. 

When we pray for vocations, we lift up 

to our Father those men and women whom He is 

calling to follow Him in a very special way. This is a 

great way to pray together as a family. If you are  

interested in hosting the Vocations Chalice in your 

home, please contact the Parish Office at 865-7385 

and leave a message for Ann Krom. 

October 29, 2017 

General Collection   $ 7,548.00 

Building Fund Phase II  $    258.00 

St. Vincent de Paul   $    204.00 

San Antonio Mission   $      20.00 

World Mission Sunday  $    228.00 

~FINANCIAL REPORT~ 

November 2017 Baptism Class Dates   

 

 November 11 -  Part 2 
 
 

Classes are held in the Parish Hall at 7:00 pm. 
 

Attendance is required at both classes for parents  

and sponsors for completion of Baptism  

requirements.  

 

Please call the Parish Office for more information.  

505-865-7385 

The History of the Rosary Prayer Presentation 

 
Dr. Luz Marina Dakin  

and Dr. Glenn H. Dakin 

When – Thursday November 9, 2017  

Where – Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish Hall 
Time – 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm 

Sponsored by – The Knights of Columbus 

Peralta council 9340 

GABRIEL PROJECT CLASS SCHEDULE 
 

The Parenting Class model is well  

established because of  your generous  

donations and prayers. 

               Thank you and God bless you! 
 

 November Class Schedule: 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Parenting classes are held on Thursday at 4:00pm in the 

 San Clemente Parish Hall.  

 All are welcome!   
 

We need a volunteer to co-facilitate the Gabriel  Project Parent-

ing Class Program. We also need volunteers on Thursday after-

noons to help with meal preparation and childcare. If you can 

help, please call 505-865-7385 and leave a message for Julie. 

Due to your generous donations, we have been able to help a 

number of families. We help anyone who is pregnant and 

young families who are in need of baby equipment throughout 

Valencia County. 
 

Due to lack of  storage space, we cannot accept baby equip-

ment at this time, i.e.; pack-n-plays, and strollers. We are in 

need of diapers sizes 3, 4, & 5, baby wipes, and blankets for 

the winter. If you are able to help with these items, you can 

drop them off at the Parish Office during business hours. 

   Nov. 9th,      Positive Communication 

   Nov. 16th,    Family Morals, Values and Rules 

   Nov.  23rd,   Happy Thanksgiving 

   Nov.  30th,   Criticism, Confrontation and 

                        Rules for Fair Fighting 

“Save Time and Donate Online!”  
Online Giving with WeShare, an easy and convenient way to 

save time and support the church. Donating is simple, safe, and 

completely secure.  

With WeShare, you can set up a recurring weekly or monthly 

transaction using your checking, savings, or credit card  

account. Plus, you can leave your checkbook at home on  

Sundays.   

To enroll in Online Giving, please visit https://

sanclementeparish.weshareonline.org/ or go to http://

www.sanclementeparish.org/WeShare-Online-Giving.  
 

"Give and gifts will be given to you; a good measure, packed to-

gether, shaken down, and overflowing, will be poured into your 

lap. For the measure with which you measure will in return be 

measured out to you." --Luke 6:38 

https://sanclementeparish.weshareonline.org/
https://sanclementeparish.weshareonline.org/
http://www.sanclementeparish.org/WeShare-Online-Giving
http://www.sanclementeparish.org/WeShare-Online-Giving


                St. Vincent de Paul  
            

            960 Main Street - Los Lunas 

 

   Open: Monday - Thursday.  

    Closed: Friday, Saturday & Sunday 

 

      Food Distribution hours: 12:00 - 1:00 p.m. 

 

  Store hours: 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.  

Any food or clothing donations accepted.  

    Drop off locations: 

 

 

     St. Vincent de Paul - during business hours 

 

     San Clemente Parish Office - during business hours 

 

      San Clemente Church collection baskets  

              (located at the entrance of the church) 

 

 

    Please do not drop off donations after business hours! 

We are asking for the following food items for 
our Thanksgiving food boxes  

to families in need: 
 

 Turkey  Instant Potatoes 
  
 Gravy   Stuffing 
 
 Cranberry sauce Green Beans 
 
 Canned Milk  Dinner Rolls 
 
 Butter   Pie Crusts 
  
 Canned Pumpkin Marshmallows 
 
 Whipped Cream Sweet Potatoes 

SAVE THE DATE 

Knights of Columbus Turkey Bingo 
 

When: November 12, 2017 

Where: Bosque Farms Rodeo Arena 

Two sessions: 1 p.m. and 5 p.m. 

Tickets will be sold after all  

Masses, on the weekends of  

October 29th & November 5th, 2017. 

There’s something for everyone in our new 

show line-up on Immaculate Heart  Media, 

broadcasting as Relevant  

Radio®.  

 

Find your favorite shows and many new 

ones at RelevantRadio.com and on the free 

mobile app. Thank you for your support and 

prayers - we are thrilled to bring you more 

inspirational Catholic programs all day 

long! 

The Archdiocese of Santa Fe is holding a  

panel discussion on clergy abuse. The panel is 

available to answer questions, address concerns 

and give information. All are welcome to attend. 

The dates, times, and locations are as follows: 
 

Tuesday, November 7, 2017 - St. Anne’s  

Catholic Church, in the Parish Hall - 511 Alicia 

St., Santa Fe,  N.M., from 6:30– 8:30 p.m. 
 

Monday, December 4, 2017 - San Felipe de 

Neri Catholic Church, in the school gym  -  

2000 Lomas Blvd. N.W. Albuquerque, from   

6:30– 8:30 p.m.  Free parking is available in the 

lot on the West side of the gym. 
 

Thursday, December 14, 2017 - Our Lady of 

Guadalupe Catholic Church, in the Parish Hall - 

205 Don Fernando, Taos N.M., from 6:30– 8:30 

p.m. 
 

Tuesday, January 16, 2018 - Sacred Heart  

Catholic Church in the Parish Hall - 921 N.  

Merriwether St., Clovis N.M., from 6:30– 8:30 

 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, January 31, 2018 - Immaculate 

Conception Catholic Church - 811 6th St., Las  

Vegas N.M., from  6:30– 8:30 p.m. 



Please Join us on Friday, November 17th &  

Saturday, November 18th, 

 as we celebrate our patron’s feast day at 

 San Clemente Parish! 

 (Located at 244 Luna Avenue) 
 

Friday, November 17th -  
Fiesta Mass at 6:00 p.m., followed by a Procession with the Blessed Sacrament and 

refreshments in the Parish Hall. 
 

Saturday, November 18th -  
Fiesta activities will begin at 9:00 a.m. and will include: Games, Food, Crafts, Bingo and a Silent Auction!  

Free hamburgers and hot dogs will be served until 3:00 p.m. 
 

 

The Mayordomos NEED YOUR HELP to prepare for this year’s festivities!!!! 
 

If you are interested in hosting a game booth or reserving a craft table,  
please contact the parish office at 865-7385.  

 
They also need donations of candy and small toys for game prizes, cakes and 

baked goods for the cake walk, bingo prizes, and volunteers!  

Fiesta with a Dinner and Dance! 

at 7:00 p.m.  
 

The dinner will be held at Raymond Gabaldon Elementary School,  

(located at 454 Coronado St. N.E., just behind the Church),  

and the dance will take place in the Fiesta Tent, on the church grounds. 
 

Dinner Menu Options: 
Adults $14.00 -  Children (Ten & Under) $8.00 

 

Roast Beef Dinner - Roast Beef, Whipped Mashed Potatoes w/gravy, Steamed Vegetable Medley, Dinner Roll 

 

Spaghetti Dinner - Spaghetti w/ meat sauce, Garden Salad, Seasoned Bread Sticks 

 

 

Mayordomos will be selling Dinner & Dance tickets in the courtyard after all Masses. 

 

Fiesta King & Queen Candidates will be selling 50/50 Raffle Tickets in the courtyard after all  

Masses. 

 

You can also purchase tickets at the Parish Office during normal business hours. 



LAS POSADAS WILL BE STARTING SOON! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We are in need of host homes for the following dates: Tuesday, December 19th, Thursday,  
December 21st, and Saturday, December 23rd.  If you have not had the opportunity to host 
this Advent tradition, please call the Parish Office (865-7385) to sign up and/or for more  
information. What a wonderful way for you and your family to experience the blessings of 

Advent!   
 
And, just in case you are not familiar with the traditional Posada, here is some fascinating 
background: 
 
“December is a month in which most families and friends come together to celebrate, eat, 
drink, and enjoy the closing of a year.  But to most Christians who celebrate the traditional 
Posadas, December is not only a month of communal gathering but it is also a month of 
spiritual religious services, singing, and candlelight walks.  The actual origins of the Posadas 
is unclear, but scholars have, in fact, discovered that Aztecs by ancestral custom celebrated 
rituals in honor of Huitzilopochtli during this time of the year.  The interesting thing is that, 
by the second half of the sixteenth century, the Augustine monks began to incorporate 
these ancestral rituals into the celebration of the coming of Jesus, the Savior.  Furthermore, 
several scholars have acknowledged that Saint John of the Cross added the singing and the 
knocking on doors to the celebration of Christmas, thus developing the tradition of Las  
Posadas.   
 
“Those are some historical facts about Las Posadas, but in order to get the complete taste 
of the festive yet spiritual posada, one needs to understand that Las Posadas are symbolic, 
taking the word posada literally. For instance, Las Posadas comes from the root word  
posada which mean, to ask for shelter.  The tradition of the Posadas is based on the idea 
that people can have the opportunity to experience the hardships Joseph and Mary had to 
endure.  It can also be considered a re-enactment of Mary and Joseph’s arduous search for 
shelter.  The Posadas, with the assistance of the mystic Saint John of the Cross, have  
retained this sixteenth century flavor in modern times.  People today gather together with a 
particular group of friends and families for nine days, visiting each others homes; “los santos 
peregrinos” sing from the outside for shelter while innkeepers, the people inside, respond 
with a rejection.  On the last day of the NOVENA, the community asking for Posada, finally, 
is able to find a family that invites them in, and the celebration begins.” 
 
Written by Dora Arredondo—Copyright © 1999 Santa Clara University in Santa Clara, CA 


